
LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
Wednesday 31 October 2018 at 5.00 pm

PRESENT: Councillor M Butt (Chair), Councillor McLennan (Vice-Chair) and Councillors 
Agha, Farah, Colwill, Hirani, Krupa Sheth and Tatler

Also present: Councillors S Choudhary, Chan, A Choudry, Dar, Hector, Long, Mahmood 
and Nerva

1. Apologies for absence and clarification of alternate members 

There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Declarations of interests 

There were no declarations of interests made by Members.

3. Deputations (if any) 

There were no deputations received.

4. Minutes of the previous meeting 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 17 October 2018 be 
approved as an accurate record.

5. Matters arising (if any) 

There were no matters arising.

6. Electoral Boundary Review ward pattern proposals for the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) 

Members were reminded that the Council at its meeting on 9 July 2018 had 
unanimously supported a submission to the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England (LGBCE) which proposed a future council size of 57 
councillors - a reduction of six councillors from the current council size of 63. The 
LGBCE had subsequently announced in August 2018 that it was minded to 
recommend a council size of 57 councillors and was now consulting on ward 
patterns to match this reduced council size. The committee had previously 
considered two ward pattern proposals developed by council officers at its meeting 
on 17 October 2018. The report that was now before the committee provided an 
update on the progress made since that meeting in developing a council proposal 
on ward patterns for submission to the LGBCE. 
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In introducing the report, Carolyn Downs (Chief Executive) advised that since the 
previous committee meeting, officers had met with members to explore alternative 
proposals and had received various representations. Members of the Committee 
noted the tabled document which set out all the comments received by officers 
regarding the proposals from both members of the public and councillors.

Carolyn Downs emphasised that the intention had been to seek a consensus of 
opinion to reach a proposal that all councillors could support. As this had not been 
possible, it was recommended that the council did not make a submission to the 
LGBCE on future ward patterns. The committee was reminded that the council was 
not legally obliged to make a submission and that all parties, whether an individual 
member of the public or a group of councillors had the right to make their own 
representations to the LGBCE. The work undertaken by officers in developing the 
two proposals had been valuable and would, along with all subsequent work 
exploring alternative proposals and with all comments received, be provided to the 
LGBCE to contribute to their own review. Any members who wished to make their 
own submission were encouraged to do so by the deadline of 5 November 2018. 

In the subsequent discussion, Carolyn Downs clarified that the LGBCE would 
publish their proposals by February 2019. A period of consultation would then 
ensue and the council, as a statutory consultee, would have the opportunity to 
comment on the LGBCE’s proposals. Councillor Nerva expressed the hope that the 
committee would emphasise the significance of the North Circular Road as a 
barrier, which was not reflected in the officers’ proposals. 

The committee and members in attendance thanked officers for the work that they 
had undertaken in developing the proposals and in working with members to 
explore alternative options. 

RESOLVED:

i) That a council proposal not be made to the Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England with regard to future ward patterns for Brent;

ii) That all the work undertaken in developing the draft proposals for members 
consideration and all comments and feedback received be provided to the 
Local Government Commission for England for  information. 

7. Appointments to Sub-Committees / Outside Bodies 

None.

8. Any other urgent business 

None.

The meeting closed at 5.23pm

M BUTT

Chair


